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With mixed farming enterprise 

comprising of cereals, oilseed rape, 

a 100-head beef unit and a 

thriving farm-based shop selling 

bird seed throughout the Midlands, 

Stan Prince of King’s Bromley, near 

Lichfield, is a busy man. 

He buys in strong continental or Hereford-cross 

stores at between 6-8 months old, mainly from 

Derby livestock market and finishes them at around 

650 kilos. With a keen eye on input costs, Stan 

always aims to maximise the use of home-produced 

cereals and forage, and has successfully

incorporated high-protein liquid feeds in to the

ration as a cost-effective source of quality protein 

to balance the energy feeds grown on the farm. 

Faced with a minimum labour force and an old mill 

and mixer well past it’s “Sell By date”, Mr Prince 

soon had his mechanical brain in gear to find a way 

of incorporating the QLF HiPro 60 in to the ration 

in an easier way than using the worn-out and labour 

intensive home mixer. No stranger to designing and 

building new equipment on the farm, Stan can often 

be found in his workshop, skillfully customising kit 

to suit his particular needs, and has won several 

Farmers Weekly awards with his 4WD wheelchair 

and elevated bird scarer innovations. 

Low Labour input boosts 
beef profitability. 

“The cattle always thrive on the liquid feed, but we 

just had to find an easier way of feeding it”, says 

Mr Prince.  “We already had a big bale system”, so 

I thought “Why not put the molasses into the bale 

in the field, and to do so whilst baling the wheat 

seemed to be the most logical method”. 

Several ideas were considered and trialled 

and a combination of a Sherborne Reynolds swather 

and a front-mounted sprayer bought from farm 

sales were the only capital purchases needed to get 

the project under way. With a target application 

rate of 40 litres/350kg bale, it was decided to use a 

front mounted bar with deflector plates on the 

baling tractor (see pic) as a simple means of 

applying the liquid feed on to the swath. This was 

metered through a variable-rate centrifugal

pump linked to ground speed and fitted with flow 

sensors. 

QLF agronomist Steve Jackson first introduced the 

farm to the benefits of feeding liquids some 5 years
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ago and has offered advice both on growing and 

harvesting the wheat crop, which was of the high 

protein variety Xi19. “The feed value of wholecrop 

cereals is critically dependent on harvest date and 

should always be based on regular assessments of 

dry matter. There is a critical balance between the 

increasing starch level in the ripening grain and the

decreasing digestibility of the straw. This crop was 

cut at 40% dry matter (grain at the “soft cheddar” 

stage) and due to the wet summer, it was decided to 

wilt it for 24 hours prior to spraying and baling, just 

to let the straw dry out a little”.  Mr Prince was very 

pleased with how it all worked out in the field; “We 

cut the crop at 4 and the operation could not have

been easier with every drop of liquid and every 

last bit of the wheat safely wrapped in the bale.  I 

cannot think of a more efficient way of utilising the 

crop as there is no waste at all”, he enthuses.  The 

bales were stored from July and fed from the end of 

November to allow plenty of time for fermentation; 

it was found that the straw had degraded very well 

with the liquid now dissipated throughout the bale.

Cattle in all age groups are fed the wholecrop 

silage ad-lib and are all very content on it with the 

finishing group being supplemented with an 18% 

beef nut to aid fattening in the last six weeks. “We 

now have a beef enterprise which is fed much more 

economically and with minimum labour input. The 

feeding of HiPro60 certainly suits our system and I 

am very happy with growth rates” says a contented 

Mr Prince, who is now looking for his next project.    
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