Supplementary zinc helps prevent

mastitis and lameness losses

Ensuring dairy diets contain adequate levels of
highly available zinc can help control costs of
production by helping limit the consequences of
mastitis and lameness.

With production costs under close scrutiny it will be vital
to take all steps to keep cows productive and efficient.
Lameness and mastitis are two of the most common
problems on dairy farms and both reduce performance,
so it will pay to take all steps to keep them in check.

Prevention is always more effective than cure and trace
minerals have a critical role in helping the cow remain fit and
productive. Zinc specifically plays a key role in helping cows
combat mastitis and lameness. Left unchecked they will both
reduce milk yields, compromise reproduction and increase
costs so it really pays to take every step to reduce the risk.
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Maintaining smooth, healthy teat skin and avoiding damage
to the teat helps reduce the risk of bacteria such as Staph
aureus colonizing the teat and so lessens the risk of mastitis.
Zinc plays a crucial role in replacing and repairing damaged
cells, helping keep skin in top condition. It also speeds up
the rate at which wounds heal, reducing the time cows will
be at maximum risk of infection.

Zinc also plays a central role in preserving the integrity of
the teat end which is where most bacteria enter the udder.
Zinc is involved in the production of keratin which is the
wax-like substance secreted at the teat end and whose role
is trapping bacteria, preventing them moving into the udder.
As around 40% of keratin is stripped from the teat canal
during milking every day, it needs continuous replacement.
Feeding adequate levels of zinc ensure this happens.
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Keratin production is also important in helping maintain
strong hooves, vital in the fight against claw lesion that
cause lameness. Healthy hoof claw is composed of good
quality keratin so the more effective a cow can produce
keratin, the stronger the hoof will be. Improved zinc
nutrition has been shown to reduce the number of claw
lesions and damage.

As well as building a stronger hoof initially, zinc also helps
increase the speed at which tissue is repaired while its role
in immunity can reduce the impact of infection.

Adding highly bioavailable zinc from Zinpro Performance
Minerals is something all farmers can do quickly a nd easily
using QLF liquid which will help reduce costs, keep cows
healthy and productive and reduce the cost and time
associated with dealing with animals requiring treatment.
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